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Introduction

1. Cemeteries “on the farm”. This practice originated 
in New England, with Anglo-Protestants preferring first 
their own land (on the farm, at home) as the place of 
burial for themselves, their spouses and children;

2. Family cemeteries. In some cases, cemeteries “on 
the farm” were the final resting place for not only the 
immediate family but also for several generations of 
relatives living in the area. In those cases, the death 
certificate, the official record of death, uses the 
word Cemetery;

3. Community cemeteries. Some cemeteries 
accommodated families linked by marriage. Two of 
these eventually came to be the two community 
cemeteries in Austin. These cemeteries were for those 
of all faiths;

4. Roman Catholic cemeteries. With the arrival of 
French-Canadian Catholics, cemeteries appeared that 
were strictly governed by the Catholic Church.

Common Characteristics
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The First Nations

Stone thunderbird found in 1908.

Pioneer cemeteries 
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The Austin family 
cemeteries and those 
of the other Associates

Death certificate of Phebe Austin, wife of the founder of Bolton 
Township. Died in 1841, aged 98. She was not buried with her 
husband on Gibraltar Point.

The Austin family
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Fragment of the tombstone of Moses 
Austin, unearthed during excavation 
work carried out along the old Outlet 
Road leading to Magog.

Other pioneers

The tombstone of Associate Daniel Taylor in the East Bolton Cemetery. 
A Bible is seen at the head of the stone, on which one can read: “He read 
the Bible through 43 times”. The biblical motif is a recurring theme in the 
Anglo-Protestant cemeteries of Austin. Bible study was at the heart of 
Methodist-Wesleyan doctrine. Even though Taylor died after his wife, his 
name was the dominant one on the tombstone. That the husband has 
priority can be seen in the majority of tombstones. Moreover, the 
American Temperance Movement, so important in the 18th and 19th

centuries, often influenced the choice of first names. The wife of Daniel 
Taylor, for example, was called Sobriety while Moses Austin’s wife’s name 
was Temperance.
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Channell Cemetery, Shuttleworth Road. The stones were 
covered with earth.

Fragments of tombstones at the Randall & Sargent Cemetery, which has 
disappeared. The stones which were broken and discarded were found 
in a pile of field stones and brought to the surface by freezing and 
thawing. B. Linde and one of his sons were able to assemble nine 
pieces as shown (above, right). The marker was in honour of Jos. 
Randall, who died in 1855 and his wife Betsy, who died in 1858.

The Bryant-Brown Cemetery, 
a true family cemetery

A corner of the Bryant-Brown Family Cemetery. The ground is covered 
with periwinkle planted in the 19th century.
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Anglo-Protestant 
community cemeteries 

Glenbrook Cemetery

East Bolton Cemetery

East Bolton Cemetery, Millington Road.

Glenbrook Cemetery, Cooledge Road.
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Mrs. Lily Butters visiting the grave of her son Cecil, a soldier, interred 
in the East Bolton Cemetery, in 1943. She called the home she 
founded the Cecil Butters Memorial Hospital in honour of her son. Roman Catholic Cemetery, Nicholas Austin Road.
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Roman Catholic cemeteries 

The Roman Catholic parish 
and the Benedictine Cemetery 
(1914-1938)

Saint-Austin Cemetery 
(1930- )
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 1 
East Bolton Cemetery – Millington Road
Type Number buried1 First burial Last burial Condition
community 517 1823 Active Maintained

 2  
St. Austin Cemetery – Nicholas Austin Road
Roman Catholic 147 1886 Active Maintained

 3 
Randall & Sargent – Nicholas Austin Road
on the farm 6 1852 ? Disappeared

 4 
Nicholas Austin III – Fisher Road
on the farm 4 1851 1867 Disappeared

 5 
Benedictine and parish cemetery – Fisher Road
Roman Catholic 27 1914 1936 Moved

 6 
Saint-Benoît–du-Lac Cemetery – Fisher Road
Roman Catholic 45 1914 Active Maintained

 7 
Nicholas Austin I – Gibraltar Point
on the farm 1 1821  Disappeared

 8 
Glenbrook Cemetery – Cooledge Road 
community 78 1828 2005 Maintained

 9 
Moses Austin – near Patterson Road
on the farm 2 1852 1855 Disappeared

10 
Page – Nicholas Austin Road
on the farm 3 1824 1831 In danger

11 
Taylor-Wing – Taylor Road
on the farm 10 1873 1895 Maintained

 12 
Wesleyan Cemetery – Millington Road
Methodist? 10 ? ? Disappeared

13 
Stephen Place – Patch Road
on the farm 1 1855  Disappeared

14 
Bryant-Brown Cemetery – Shuttleworth Road
family 27 1855 1916 Maintained

15 
Channel – Shuttleworth Road
on the farm 2 1871 1880 Maintained

16 
Spinney Cemetery – Bishop Road
family 11 1862 1914 Maintained

17 
Currier Cemetery2 – Chemin des Pères
family 10 1831 1888 In danger

18 
Hopps Burial Ground – North Road
on the farm 3 1870 1901 Maintained

19 
James Taylor – Location unknown
on the farm 1 1846  Disappeared

1  Based on lists of gravestone inscriptions, or information 
found or given orally
2 Though situated at the limits of the Town of Magog, 
considered a local cemetery by older Austin residents.

The nineteen cemeteries in Austin
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The Benedictine Cemetery 
(1938- )
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Conclusion 1  The municipalities of Austin and Saint-Benoît-du-Lac came into being 
when East Bolton was dismembered in 1938 and 1939. Before the 
creation of East Bolton (1876), the area was referred to as The 
Township (of Bolton) or by the names of the hamlets that once made up 
what is today Austin: Gibraltar Point, Head of the Bay, Peasley 
Corner, Millington, Channell, Milletta, Bolton Forest, etc.

2  Several older residents have told us that, as children, they were 
taught to respect these places.

3  We have found periwinkle (Vinca minor, in Latin) in two cemeteries. 
It was an ancient American colonial tradition, brought from Great 
Britain in the 17th century.

4  Nicholas Austin and his Associates waited for several years and 
signed various petitions to obtain the Letters Patent allowing them to 
emigrate to Canada and to take up residence in The Township of Bolton 
which had been conceded to them. As immigrants, they were obliged 
to leave their families and their comfortable lives to come to a 
wilderness, without roads, to clear the land. For example, the arrival of 
the Austin family was very difficult: they came in winter, with seven 
children. Nicholas was nearly sixty years of age, and his wife was in her 
fifties. It is said that this experience drove her mad.

5  C. M. Day described the tragic aspects of his life: “Mr. Austin, senior, 
died in 1821, ruined in fortune and disappointed in hope” (1863:168). 
The historian relates that “Many feel that justice has not been done to 
his memory (…) and, that all being considered, it merits other treatment 
than silence and neglect” (Id.:169). In fact, her wish was fulfilled, in 
1938, more than a century after the death of the founder, when the 
municipality of East Bolton was divided, and one of the new 
municipalities was called Austin.

6  A fragment of the tombstone marking the last resting place of Moses 
was unearthed a few years ago during excavation work being carried 
out near the old Outlet road leading to Magog. While the stone 
indicates that Moses was born in 1780, vital records indicate that it was 
more likely in 1778 or 1779. Similar contradictions are common.

7  The cemetery was then enlarged to include members of the Brown 
and Bowen families.

8  Following Clarissa’s marriage to Isaac Brown, the land was henceforth 
known as the Brown Farm.

9  According to some, bodies were buried there until the 1920s. This is 
quite possible since some grave markers could have been moved to 
the East Bolton Cemetery.

10  There was a certain element of emulation between the Anglo-
Protestants and the Franco-Catholics. The Catholic cemetery was 
created in the same year. And at the same time in the 1970s, the two 
main cemeteries saw their wooden fences replaced with ornamental 
wrought iron fencing and beautiful gates, the one in the East Bolton 
Cemetery being embellished with the maple leaf, emblem of Canada.

11  The appropriation of the name of Nicholas Austin by the Roman 
Catholic Church displeased several Anglo-Protestant residents. Dr 
Penfield for one declared at the time that Nicholas Austin had never 
been a saint in the Roman Catholic Church (Brome County Historical 
Society Archives).

12  Mrs. Saint-Martin was for many years considered a saint. The 
“miracle” of her intact corpse is still spoken of and embroidered upon. 
For example, it is said that the lid of her coffin was made of glass.
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